
New Forest Observing Sessions 
 

 
As everyone is probably now aware, access to the Toothill observatory for anyone is 
now severely restricted due to the ongoing work by the Water Board taking over the 
whole site.  
 
Similarly, it is not known precisely when the SAA will be allowed back onto the site, 
so we have been investigating alternative site options in the New Forest.  
 
We have found a good open site at Stony Cross with a large car park and quick safe 
access back to the main road (A31 Eastbound) .  
The route from Southampton to the site requires visitors to exit at the end of M27 (J1 
Cadnam) and take the 3rd exit off the roundabout to head through Brook round to 
the site.  
 
The map reference of the site is: 
OS X (Eastings)     424707 

OS Y (Northings)    112652 

Nearest Post Code   SO43 7HH 

Lat (WGS84)         N50:54:46 (50.912809) 

Long (WGS84)        W1:38:60 (-1.649935) 

Lat,Long            50.912809,-1.649935 

Nat Grid            SU247126 / SU2470712652 

  
directions are shown on the attached map.  
 
It is proposed initially to try 2 nights: 
27th July start 20:30 for the Lunar Eclipse 
(Moon will rise Eclipsed at 20:57 and Eclipse finishes when 14.13o high at 23:10)   
 
11th/12th August start 20:00 for Perseid meteor shower. 
(Should the conditions on August 11th be unfavourable then we will try 12th) 
 
Times are a little early, so you can navigate to the site in daylight.  
It is only a short straight run away from the site back to the one-way carriageway of 
the main A31.  
Please turn your car round on arrival so leaving the site will not inconvenience others 
with bright headlights. Remember to bring some warm clothes as it can get quite 
chilly, especially if there’s a breeze. 
 
The Society propose bringing a selection of portable telescopes along to the meeting 
of the eclipse on 27th.  
For the meteor shower you only need a deckchair, flask of coffee and a blanket to 
enjoy the light spectacle.  
 
Should the evening be too cloudy, windy or raining, obviously the evening will be 
cancelled. If you require confirmation whether the event will take place, please 
phone either:  
 
Roger Homan. 07732249353 
Sally Towlson. 07748266867 


